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acted upon by God in every
instance? Or are human beings granted a certain
degree of latitude to shape their lives as they see fit?
The first-century philosopher Philo of Alexandria
sought to distance himself from his Greek colleagues
in asserting a strong dose of free will—that human
beings are granted knowledge and with that knowl-
edge we are obligated to choose between good and
evil. Maimonides believed that human beings indeed
have knowledge that they can act upon, but God

_has..fnmknnmLThe seventeenth-century Dutch

renegade Spinoza doesn’t believe we have the capac- ~
ity to make choices at all. Basically we live in a world
programmed by the laws of nature. 6
So, there’s a range of opinions among some of
the great thinkers in the Jewish tradition about this. &
It reflects, at some level, a core human wisdom, which
is that we all want to believe that we have some mea-
sure of control over our actions and the world around =
us. And we all understand that we are subject to the ©
constraints of forces beyond our control. !



